E-003729-15
Subject:  Direct air and sea connection for EU island regions

Can the Commission say which EU island regions classified as NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 (Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics) have direct air connections to mainland Europe, and which of those islands do not have such connections?

Can it say which EU island regions classified as NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 have direct sea connections to mainland Europe, and which of those islands do not have such connections?

E-003730-15
Subject:  Distance between each EU island region and the closest non-Objective One region

Can the Commission say which is the closest non-Objective One region to each of the EU island regions at NUTS (Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics) levels 1 and 2?

What is the distance between the island region and the closest non-Objective One region in each case?

What is the travel time in each case?

Joint answer given by Ms Thyssen on behalf of the Commission

The information in the annex can be provided to the Honourable Member. Tables 1 and 2 refer to E-003729/2015 while Tables 3 and 4 refer to E-003730/2015.

As EU island regions listed in the annex are defined as NUTS 2 or NUTS 3 regions entirely insular or part of islands without a fixed link (bridge, tunnel) to the mainland, the information only refers to island regions at NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 level, but not at NUTS 1 level.

The Commission does not have information on the travelling time between island regions and non-objective-one-regions.

Annexe to E-003729/2015 and E-003730/2015

Methodological notes
The availability of a ferry link from a seaport to the mainland has been established using the EuroGeographics product EuroRegionalMap, a product of the European National Mapping Authorities which contains a GIS data layer on ferry lines. Eurostat has not verified this information against real timetables of ferry line operators. This means that no information on seasonality or frequency of ferry links can be provided. Also a ferry link might have been discontinued meanwhile.
Eurostat only has information on the location of airports but does not collect information on the destinations that airlines serve from any given airport. These links are not present in EuroRegionalMap.

Table 1: Airports, seaports and connections of island regions at NUTS 2 level

Source: Eurostat GISCO database

	NUTS 2 code
	Region name
	Airport
	Seaport
	Ferry connection

	IE01
	Border, Midland and Western
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	IE02
	Southern and Eastern
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL22
	Ionia Nisia
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL41
	Voreio Aigaio
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL42
	Notio Aigaio
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL43
	Kriti
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES53
	Illes Balears
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES70
	Canarias (ES)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	FR83
	Corse
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	FR91
	Guadeloupe
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	FR92
	Martinique
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	FR94
	Réunion
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	ITG1
	Sicilia
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG2
	Sardegna
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	CY00
	Kypros
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	MT00
	Malta
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	PT20
	Região Autónoma dos Açores (PT)
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	PT30
	Região Autónoma da Madeira (PT)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	FI20
	Åland
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	UKN0
	Northern Ireland
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


(*) a connection to Sardegna is available which connects via ferry to the mainland

N/A = no information available

Table 2: Airports, seaports and connections of island regions at NUTS 3 level

Source: Eurostat GISCO database

	NUTS 3 code
	Region name
	Airport
	Seaport
	Ferry connection

	DK014
	Bornholm
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	IE011
	Border
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	IE012
	Midland
	Yes
	No
	No (*)

	IE013
	West
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	IE021
	Dublin
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	IE022
	Mid-East
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	IE023
	Mid-West
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	IE024
	South-East (IE)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	IE025
	South-West (IE)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL221
	Zakynthos
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL222
	Kerkyra
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL223
	Kefallinia
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL224
	Lefkada
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	EL411
	Lesvos, Limnos
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL412
	Ikaria, Samos
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	EL413
	Chios
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	EL421
	Kalymnos, Karpathos, Kos, Rodos
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	EL422
	Andros, Thira, Kea, Milos, Mykonos, Naxos, Paros, Syros, Tinos
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL431
	Irakleio
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	EL432
	Lasithi
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	EL433
	Rethymni
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	EL434
	Chania
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES531
	Eivissa, Formentera
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES532
	Mallorca
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES533
	Menorca
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES703
	El Hierro
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES704
	Fuerteventura
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES705
	Gran Canaria
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES706
	La Gomera
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	ES707
	La Palma
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES708
	Lanzarote
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ES709
	Tenerife
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	FR831
	Corse-du-Sud
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	FR832
	Haute-Corse
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	FR910
	Guadeloupe
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	FR920
	Martinique
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	FR940
	Réunion
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	ITG11
	Trapani
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG12
	Palermo
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG13
	Messina
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG14
	Agrigento
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	ITG15
	Caltanissetta
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG16
	Enna
	No
	No
	No (*)

	ITG17
	Catania
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG18
	Ragusa
	No
	Yes
	No (*)

	ITG19
	Siracusa
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	ITG25
	Sassari
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG26
	Nuoro
	No
	No
	No (*)

	ITG27
	Cagliari
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG28
	Oristano
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	ITG29
	Olbia-Tempio
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG2A
	Ogliastra
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	ITG2B
	Medio Campidano
	No
	No
	No (*)

	ITG2C
	Carbonia-Iglesias
	No
	Yes
	No (*)

	CY000
	Kypros
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	MT001
	Malta
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	MT002
	Gozo and Comino / Ghawdex u Kemmuna
	No
	Yes
	No (*)

	PT200
	Região Autónoma dos Açores (PT)
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	PT300
	Região Autónoma da Madeira (PT)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	FI200
	Åland
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	SE214
	Gotlands län
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	UKJ34
	Isle of Wight
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	UKM64
	Eilean Siar (Western Isles)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	UKM65
	Orkney Islands
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	UKM66
	Shetland Islands
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	UKN01
	Belfast
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	UKN02
	Outer Belfast
	No
	Yes
	No (*)

	UKN03
	East of Northern Ireland
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	UKN04
	North of Northern Ireland
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)

	UKN05
	West and South of Northern Ireland
	Yes
	Yes
	No (*)


(*) connected via indirect connections to mainland

Table 3: Distances between EU island regions at NUTS 2 level and closest non-objective-one-region

Source: Eurostat GISCO database

	NUTS 2 code
	Region name
	Distance in km
	Closest transition or more developed region (non-objective-one-regions*)

	IE01
	Border, Midland and Western
	0
	N/A

	IE02
	Southern and Eastern
	0
	N/A

	EL22
	Ionia Nisia
	0
	N/A

	EL41
	Voreio Aigaio
	0
	N/A

	EL42
	Notio Aigaio
	0
	N/A

	EL43
	Kriti
	0
	N/A

	ES53
	Illes Balears
	0
	N/A

	ES70
	Canarias (ES)
	0
	N/A

	FR83
	Corse
	0
	N/A

	FR91
	Guadeloupe
	4574
	ES70 – Canarias (ES)

	FR92
	Martinique
	4633
	ES70 – Canarias (ES)

	FR94
	Réunion
	6577
	CY00 - Kypros

	ITG1
	Sicilia
	81
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG2
	Sardegna
	0
	N/A

	CY00
	Kypros
	0
	N/A

	MT00
	Malta
	0
	N/A

	PT20
	Região Autónoma dos Açores (PT)
	842
	PT30 - Região Autónoma da Madeira (PT)

	PT30
	Região Autónoma da Madeira (PT)
	0
	N/A

	FI20
	Åland
	0
	N/A

	UKN0
	Northern Ireland
	0
	N/A


N/A = Not applicable, since part of non-objective-one region
* As laid down in 2014/99/EU: Commission Implementing Decision of 18 February 2014 setting out the list of regions eligible for funding from the European Regional Development Fund and the European Social Fund and of Member States eligible for funding from the Cohesion Fund for the period 2014-2020 (notified under document C(2014) 974) OJ L 50, 20.2.2014, p. 22–34

Note on methodology: For each NUTS 2 island region it was first determined if they were part of the list of non-objective-one-regions at NUTS 2 level.  If this was the case, the distance was set to 0. For the remaining regions, the geographically nearest non-objective-one-region was calculated based on the borders of the region taken into account the curvature of the earth (geodesic calculation). However, this calculation does not take population densities into account which might be different between regions as well as intermodal transport connections (e.g. the fact that Kypros is closest to Réunion does not imply it has a frequent travel connection. The same applies for Sicilia and Malta).
Table 4: Distances between EU island regions at NUTS 3 level and closest non-objective-one-region

Source: Eurostat GISCO database

	NUTS 3 code
	Region name
	Distance in km
	Closest transition or more developed region (non-objective-one-regions*)

	DK014
	Bornholm
	0
	N/A

	IE011
	Border
	0
	N/A

	IE012
	Midland
	0
	N/A

	IE013
	West
	0
	N/A

	IE021
	Dublin
	0
	N/A

	IE022
	Mid-East
	0
	N/A

	IE023
	Mid-West
	0
	N/A

	IE024
	South-East (IE)
	0
	N/A

	IE025
	South-West (IE)
	0
	N/A

	EL221
	Zakynthos
	0
	N/A

	EL222
	Kerkyra
	0
	N/A

	EL223
	Kefallinia
	0
	N/A

	EL224
	Lefkada
	0
	N/A

	EL411
	Lesvos, Limnos
	0
	N/A

	EL412
	Ikaria, Samos
	0
	N/A

	EL413
	Chios
	0
	N/A

	EL421
	Kalymnos, Karpathos, Kos, Rodos
	0
	N/A

	EL422
	Andros, Thira, Kea, Milos, Mykonos, Naxos, Paros, Syros, Tinos
	0
	N/A

	EL431
	Irakleio
	0
	N/A

	EL432
	Lasithi
	0
	N/A

	EL433
	Rethymni
	0
	N/A

	EL434
	Chania
	0
	N/A

	ES531
	Eivissa, Formentera
	0
	N/A

	ES532
	Mallorca
	0
	N/A

	ES533
	Menorca
	0
	N/A

	ES703
	El Hierro
	0
	N/A

	ES704
	Fuerteventura
	0
	N/A

	ES705
	Gran Canaria
	0
	N/A

	ES706
	La Gomera
	0
	N/A

	ES707
	La Palma
	0
	N/A

	ES708
	Lanzarote
	0
	N/A

	ES709
	Tenerife
	0
	N/A

	FR831
	Corse-du-Sud
	0
	N/A

	FR832
	Haute-Corse
	0
	N/A

	FR910
	Guadeloupe
	4574
	ES70 – Canarias (ES)

	FR920
	Martinique
	4633
	ES70 – Canarias (ES)

	FR940
	Réunion
	6577
	CY00 - Kypros

	ITG11
	Trapani
	203
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG12
	Palermo
	168
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG13
	Messina
	193
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG14
	Agrigento
	115
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG15
	Caltanissetta
	102
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG16
	Enna
	135
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG17
	Catania
	109
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG18
	Ragusa
	81
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG19
	Siracusa
	94
	MT00 - Malta

	ITG25
	Sassari
	0
	N/A

	ITG26
	Nuoro
	0
	N/A

	ITG27
	Cagliari
	0
	N/A

	ITG28
	Oristano
	0
	N/A

	ITG29
	Olbia-Tempio
	0
	N/A

	ITG2A
	Ogliastra
	0
	N/A

	ITG2B
	Medio Campidano
	0
	N/A

	ITG2C
	Carbonia-Iglesias
	0
	N/A

	CY000
	Kypros
	0
	N/A

	MT001
	Malta
	0
	N/A

	MT002
	Gozo and Comino / Ghawdex u Kemmuna
	0
	N/A

	PT200
	Região Autónoma dos Açores (PT)
	842
	PT30 - Região Autónoma da Madeira (PT)

	PT300
	Região Autónoma da Madeira (PT)
	0
	N/A

	FI200
	Åland
	0
	N/A

	SE214
	Gotlands län
	0
	N/A

	UKJ34
	Isle of Wight
	0
	N/A

	UKM64
	Eilean Siar (Western Isles)
	0
	N/A

	UKM65
	Orkney Islands
	0
	N/A

	UKM66
	Shetland Islands
	0
	N/A

	UKN01
	Belfast
	0
	N/A

	UKN02
	Outer Belfast
	0
	N/A

	UKN03
	East of Northern Ireland
	0
	N/A

	UKN04
	North of Northern Ireland
	0
	N/A

	UKN05
	West and South of Northern Ireland
	0
	N/A


N/A = Not applicable, since part of non-objective-one region
* As laid down in 2014/99/EU: Commission Implementing Decision of 18 February 2014 setting out the list of regions eligible for funding from the European Regional Development Fund and the European Social Fund and of Member States eligible for funding from the Cohesion Fund for the period 2014-2020 (notified under document C(2014) 974) OJ L 50, 20.2.2014, p. 22–34

Note on methodology: For each NUTS 3 island region it was first determined if they were part of a non-objective-one-region at NUTS 2 level.  If this was the case, the distance was set to 0. For the remaining regions, the geographically nearest non-objective-one-region was calculated based on the borders of the region taken into account the curvature of the earth (geodesic calculation). However, this calculation does not take population densities into account which might be different between regions as well as intermodal transport connections (e.g. the fact that Kypros is closest to Réunion does not imply it has a frequent travel connection. The same applies for Sicilia and Malta).

